
Welcome to Curriculum Night

Janice Levenson

Second Grade



~Math
~Reading/Language Arts (ELA)
~Writing 
~Technology  
~Extended Learning 

Experience
~Homework
~Communication
~S.H.A.R.K. Behavior

Tonight’s Agenda



A little about Mrs. Levenson
• 25th  year at Esperanza, 

40th year teaching

• Have 2 teaching 
certificates, endorsed 
in Early Childhood, 
endorsed in SEI, 
trained as a Gifted 
Cluster Teacher and a  
Master’s Degree in 
Elementary Ed 

• Married

• Two children (and a new 
grandson!)



Growth Mindset - what is it? 
IS YOUR MINDSET FIXED? 

A person with a fixed mindset may do these 
things: 

• avoid challenges 

• give up easily

• ignore feedback

• become threatened by other people’s success

• try hard to appear as smart or capable as 
possible



Growth Mindset - what is it? 

WHAT DOES A GROWTH MINDSET LOOK LIKE?  

A person with a growth mindset may do these 
things: 

• embrace challenges 

• give their best effort

• learn from feedback 

• become inspired by other people’s successes

• believe their intelligence can change if they 
work hard



Growth Mindset



Arizona College & Career 

Ready Standards

• Aligned with college and work expectations

• Rigorous content and application of knowledge 

through higher-order skills

• Informed by other top-performing countries so 

that all students are prepared to succeed in a 

global economy and society.



Math Curriculum
Based on the Arizona Academic Content  Standards 

Five Standards
• Operations and Algebraic 

Thinking (OA)

• Number and Operations in 
Base 10 (NBT)

• Measurement and Data (MD)

• Geometry (G)

• Mathematical Practices (MP)

• Make sense and persevere in 
solving problems.

• Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively.

• Construct viable arguments 
and critique the reasoning of 
others.

• Model with mathematics.
• Use appropriate tools 

strategically.
• Attend to precision.
• Look for and make use of 

structure.
• Look for and express 

regularity in repeated 
reasoning



Math Topics Covered

• Extending Understanding of Base Ten

• Understand Multi-Digit Numbers to 1,000

• Fluency With Addition and Subtraction Within 100

• Selecting Appropriate Strategies Based on Context and 

Numbers

• Measurement, Time, Money, Data

• Describe and Analyze Shapes 2D and 3D

• Decompose and Combine Shapes to Make Other 

Shapes

• Making Sense of Problem Solving

• Use Multiple Strategies to Solve Problems



Math Resources

Investigations in Data and Space, 
and Engage New York

• Activity based

• A deeper understanding of math and how to 
apply it.

• Mathematical reasoning, problem solving 
strategies, and creative thinking skills.



Cognitively Guided Instruction

• What is it?
– A problem solving approach to math instruction, not 

teaching the algorithms

• Why use CGI?
– Improve student number sense and math abilities
– Provide a true understanding of numbers

• What does it look like in the classroom?
– Students working in groups, independently
– Use of math manipulatives
– Students sharing strategies



Arizona College and Career 

Ready Anchor Standards for 

Reading

• Key Ideas and Details

• Craft and Structure

• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

• Range of Reading and Level of 

Complexity.
Reading Literature

Reading Informational Text

Reading Foundational Skills



READING
• Core Knowldege: (Fairy Tales/Tall Tales, Early Asian Civilizations, Ancient Greek 

Civilization, Greek Myths, The War of 1812, Cycles in Nature, Westward Expansion, Insects, 
The U.S. Civil War, Human Body, Immigration, Fighting for a Cause.)

• Focus will be on Listening and Speaking Skills 

• Reading Skills/Phonics Skills embedded

• Leveled reading books, supplemental materials, and integrated 
literature/informational texts.

• Small group instruction based on skills (fluency, comprehension, 
reading skills, phonics)

• Instructional  Focus Groups

• Partner and Independent work along with learning stations to 
provide practice on skills that have been taught.



READING: The Big 5
The Key Components of Reading

• Phonemic Awareness-Individual 
speech / sounds spoken in words

• Phonics-Understanding of symbol-
sound relationship in written 
language

• Vocabulary-Words readers 
recognize or use in print

• Comprehension-Understanding the 
meaning embedded in text

• Fluency-Ability to read a text 
with accuracy, automaticity, and 

expression

Listening and 
Speaking
Reading Groups
Reading IFG



3 Signs of Reading Fluency

• The child reads with expression.

• The child reads aloud and then retells 
the story or content of the selection.

• Listening comprehension and reading 
comprehension are at the same level.

Oh my! What a 
nice surprise!...



What is Move on When 

Reading?

• Arizona State statute requires screening of the reading ability of 
all students in kindergarten through third grade.

• The law, (A.R.S. 15-701) passed in 2010, states that when a third 
grade student scores far below the third grade level on AzMerit, 
they will not be promoted to fourth grade.

• Requires additional instruction or retention for students who are 
not meeting minimum requirements by the end of third grade. 

• Exempt students include:
– ELL or LEP students who have received less than two years of 

English Instruction.

– Students with an IEP in Reading or Language and the student’s 
parent or guardian agrees that promotion is appropriate.



What is the identification 

process and timeline?
– All students are screened using DIBELS by the end of August.

• Parents of students identified for intervention are 
contacted by their child’s teacher prior to Fall 
Parent-Teacher conferences.
– A parent-teacher conference is requested by the 

school to create an intervention plan.

• Mid-year progress
– Students reading progress is closely monitored and 

check-in points are identified. Interventions are 
updated as needed.

• End of Year
– Notification of 3rd grade promotion or retention occurs 

upon receiving results of AzMerit.



New Reading Terms…

• Thick questions
• Thin questions
• Schema/Making Connections
• Digging for Meaning/Determining Importance
• Prediction
• Inferring
• Visualizing
• Synthesizing
• Metacognition



Why Read?  

It can make a difference…



College and Career Ready Anchor 

Standards for Language Arts

(AZCCR ELA Standards)

• Conventions of Standard English

• Knowledge of Language

• Vocabulary Acquisition 

and Use

• Phonics and Reading

• Grammar

• Spelling

• Writing



College and Career Ready Anchor Standards 

for Writing 

(AZCCR ELA Standards)

• Text Types and Purposes

• Production and Distribution of Writing

• Research to Build and Present Knowledge

• Range of Writing



Writing

• Begin with Language Development 
• (Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Sentence Structure, Grammar Building, Story Webbing, and the 

Writing Process)

• Opinion Pieces and Responses to Literature

• Informative/Explanatory Texts

• Personal Narrative

• Imaginative Story

• Communication/Friendly Letter

• Poetry

• Journal

• Research



Handwriting

• Review of correct printing

 Please do not allow students to write 
in cursive. Cursive instruction will 
begin in third grade.



Develop Essential Skills
– Vocabulary

– Basic computer operations

– Keyboarding

– Software applications 

– Digital Citizenship

Conduct Research
- Internet to gather information

Apply Technology
– Integrate with all content areas



The purpose of 1:1 Initiative is to increase 
student achievement through technology 
enriched curriculum.

Our class has: 24 student computers, a 
document camera, a projection system, and a 
Smart Board. 

Programs:
Microsoft Word (word processing)
PowerPoint (slide show) Research via Internet 
Pixie, LearnZillion Discovery Ed…    
*Integrated use of computer 

Technology continued



ELE: Social Studies
• Place events in 

chronological sequence
• Describe everyday 

life in the past
• Describe past events, 

people, and places
• Famous Americans

• Responsibilities and 
rights of citizenship

• Symbols, songs, & 
traditions of the 
U.S.

• Awareness of 
cultures and 
customs

• Geography



• Weather/Solids, 
Liquids& Gases

• Insects& 
Mammals 

• The Human Body

ELE: SCIENCE



S.H.A.R.K.

Safe-Honest-And-Respectful-Kids

file://fs3/esperanzateams/STAFF/PBIS/Esperanza Plan/Common Area Behavior Matrix Esperanza.doc


S.H.A.R.K. Expectations



Room 49’s Expectations



Homework
Homework is an extension of what we do during 

the school day.  

• Frequency:  Students will be given homework 
assignments on Monday and they are due back 
the following Monday.  

• Duration:  Students are expected to spend 20 
minutes per session of quality homework time. 
It is expected for your child to read each 
evening.  



Homework

Quality:  The expectations for quality 
homework time are…
*The student works continuously for a minimum 

of 20 minutes.
*The student works in an environment with 

minimal distractions (ie.TV, radio, toys).
*The student gives their best effort and the 

work is neat and complete.



Parents as Homework 
Partners

The balance between homework 
and play/family time is important.  
Parents are encouraged to monitor the 
length and quality of homework time.  
If your student is spending an 
excessive amount of quality time on 
homework, the parent has the option 
of ending the homework session and 
communicating this with the teacher.



Specials

Monday – Library

Tuesday– Art

Wednesday – P.E.

Thursday - Music

Friday – Computer Lab



Flexible Seating



More Info…

• S.M.I.L.E. Notebooks

• Classroom Procedures

• Discipline/Clip Chart

• Newsletters

• Parent Correspondence

• Book Orders

• Visitor Check In

• After school…

• Birthdays

• Snacks…Donations….Parties

• Web page: School - www.kyrene.org/esp

Mrs. Levenson – www.kyrene.org/jleven

http://www.kyrene.org/esp
http://www.kyrene.org/jleven


Proud Principal
• When your child receives a Proud Principal Award, it is 

very exciting!  Their name is announced for everyone to 

hear and we always give them a silent cheer!

• On the letter they bring home, it will give you the date for 

their lunch with Dr. Greene. On that date, they will bring 

their lunch onto the stage and eat with Dr. Greene. 

Parents are invited to join their child up on the stage and 

eat, too!  Parents can bring a special lunch for their child 

if they choose to do so!

• Awards are given out for specific achievements.  Talk to 

your child about the reason they got their award!



Parent Drop Off and Pick Up



Questions and Answers



Thanks for coming!


